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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2019-182
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Schellenberg
Date of Introduction: March 12, 2019
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, R
Date of Analysis: March 14, 2019
Type of Action: Expression of Council sentiment
Bill Summary: The resolution encourages the City and the Jacksonville Aviation Authority to reevaluate the potential to extend the runways at Jacksonville Executive (JAXEX) at Craig Airport. 
Background Information: Craig Airport was built in the early 1940s as a military training field and turned over to the City after the conclusion of World War II for public operation. The airport has been operated as a reliever field to Jacksonville International Airport to accommodate private plane operations and storage, flight schools and the like. The airport accommodated about 153,000 flight operations in 2018.
The subject of extending the length of one of the runways at the airport from the current 4,000 feet has been much debated over the past 20 years. Proponents of extension argue that the longer runway would provide a greater margin of safety for pilots during takeoffs and landings and thereby increase the overall safety of airport operations and the surrounding community. Opponents argue that increasing the length would attract more and larger aircraft, particularly jets, which would generate more noise in the surrounding residential neighborhoods. 
A number of pieces of legislation have been filed over the years regarding the runway extension issue:

· Resolution 2000-746-A – expressing opposition to any runway extension at Craig Airport

· Resolution 2003-829-A – approving sale of JAA revenue bonds but prohibiting any use of proceeds for Craig runway extension
· Resolution 2007-984/withdrawn – opposing extension of Craig Airport runways

· Resolution 2007-1240-A – transmitting a Comp Plan amendment to the state for review which strikes the prohibition against expanding Craig Airport runways from the Comp Plan

· Resolution 2008-39/withdrawn – supporting Local Bill J-1 to amend the JAA’s charter to require approval by a 2/3 vote of City Council before Craig Airport runways could be extended

· Resolution 2008-249/withdrawn – adopting the Comp Plan amendment that would strike the prohibition against expanding Craig Airport runways

· Ordinance 2008-918-E – amending the FY08-09 budget to remove projects related to Craig Airport runway extension from the 5-year CIP
Policy Impact Area: JAXEX at Craig Airport operations
Fiscal Impact: No immediate impact 
Analyst: Clements
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